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This document explains several types of Windows XP assistance 
available for people with visual, dexterity, or hearing impairments.   

Change screen resolution

Adjust font size
  

Adjust the double-click speed of 
the mouse 
 
Change the speed of the mouse 
pointer 
 
   

Turn on Narrator to convert text to 
spoken English

Use SerialKeys to attach an alterna-
tive input device

  

Use SoundSentry to turn on visual 
warnings instead of sound warnings

Turn on ShowSounds to display 
captions for the computer’s speech 
and sound

Other Microsoft resources:  http://www.microsoft.com/enable/guides/default.aspx 

Increase the visiblity of the items on the computer screen. 

For people with low vision .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Turn on Magnifier

Use High Contrast colors

  

Make the computer keyboard easier to use. 

For people with dexterity impairment .  .  .  7 

Use MouseKeys to control the 
pointer with the numeric keypad 
 
Turn on FilterKeys to ignore brief or 
repeated keystrokes 
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For people with corrected vision

Windows XP 

Adjust the monitor to improve visibility.

Change screen resolution

Adjust font size 
  

Change screen resolution 

On the Start menu: 
    Select Control Panel

In Control Panel: 
    Be sure you are in Classic View (all Control 
    Panel icons are showing). 
    If not, under Control Panel in the left pane, 
    select Switch to Classic View.
    Double-click the Display icon. 

In the Display Properties dialog box: 
    Select the Settings tab.

On the Settings tab,  under Screen Resolution: 
    Select a screen resolution value by moving the   
    slider arrow.

      Recommended settings: 
          - 1024 by 768 pixels is the optimal setting
          - 800 by 600 pixels can be used successfully, 
             and will make the text and pictures appear 
             larger, but will not properly display small 
             bold type

    Click  OK.

To close Control Panel: 
    Click the Close button.

Adjust font size

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

On the Start menu:
    Select All Programs.
    Point to Accessories,  then Accessibility,  then
    Accessibility Wizard.

In the Welcome to the Accessibility Wizard 
dialog box:
    Click Next. 

In the Text Size dialog box: 
    Select the text size you can read comfortably.
    Click Next.

In the Display Settings dialog box: 
    Select the Change the font size check box .
    Click Next.

       Recommended:
          - These  adjustments will not affect the 
            Cognitive Tutor.  Instead, install a special file
            found at http://k12.carnegielearning.com/
            techresource_accessibility.cfm 
          - Follow the instructions for Larger Fonts.

In the Set Wizard Options dialog box:   
    Select the I am blind or have difficulty seeing 
    things on screen check box.
    Click Next to continue through the wizard 
    and make more changes. 
    Click Finish to save your changes and exit the  
    wizard.

To Cancel these settings click Cancel. 
    In the dialog window, click No.
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For people with low vision

Windows XP 

Increase the visiblity of the items on the computer screen.

Turn on Magnifier

Use High Contrast colors

Turn on Magnifier 

1.

2.

3.

4.

On the Start menu: 
    Select All Programs. 
    Point to Accessories, then Accessibility, 
    then Magnifier.

    The magnifier is now turned on.

    Note:  A message box with a link to more 
    information about Microsoft Magnifier may 
    appear.  To close the box, click OK.

In the Magnifier Settings dialog box, 
set the settings to your liking. 

    Recommended settings: 
          - Reduce the size of the magnifier window to
             make room for the Cognitive Tutor window.
          - Drag the magnifier window so it
            floats over the Cognitive Tutor window.

To use Magnifier but hide the Magnifier 
Settings dialog box, click the Minimize button.

To turn off Magnifier, in the Magnifier Settings 
dialog box, click the Exit button.

Use High Contrast colors

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

On the Start menu: 
    Select Control Panel

In Control Panel: 
    Be sure you are in Classic View (all Control 
    Panel icons are showing). 
    If not, under Control Panel in the left pane, 
    select Switch to Classic View.
    Double-click the Accessibility Options icon.

In the Accessibility Options dialog box: 
    Select the Display tab.

On the Display tab: 
    To turn on High Contrast, select the Use High 
    Contrast check box.
    To turn off High Contrast, unselect the box.  
 
To access High Contrast settings: 
    Click the Settings button next to the check box.

In the Settings for High Contrast dialog box: 
    Select the High contrast appearance theme 
    that best suits you.
    To test the theme, click the OK button and then
    the Apply button.
    Click OK to save your settings and close the 
    dialog box.

    Note:  the High Contrast setting does not affect 
    the contents of the Cognitive Tutor window. 

To close Control Panel: 
    Click the Close button.
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